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flayed human being. On his festivals of man-flaying
the victims were stripped of their skins which were
worn by the god's devotees for a period of twenty
days. At this time, also, the Aztec monarch assumed
the character of the god, wearing a crown and jacket
of spoonbill feathers^ a skirt of overlapping green
feathers, and with hands and feet covered with the
skins of the extremities of the sacrificed victim. Al-
though Xipe was always a red god he had three forms
or characters: the spoonbill, the blue cotinga and the
jaguar, symbols of earth5 heaven and hell*,
The rain-god, Tlaloc, was probably adopted from
the Mayan mythology and was identical in form and
attributes with the Maya Chac-Mool. In Aztecan
mythology he was the husband of Chalchihultlicue,
(the Emerald Lady) and their numerous children
were the Tlalocs (Clouds). Many children and maid-
ens were sacrificed to this god. If the victims wept
as they approached the sacrificial altar it was con-
sidered a good omen for a prosperous rainy season
to follow. Tlaloc's Emerald Lady wife was usually
represented or symbolized as a frog, and at the feast
of EtzdLqualiztU (When they eat bean-food) priests
devoted to the god's cult plunged Into the lake and
imitated the sounds and movements of frogs. Sac-
rifices to Tlaloc and his wife were made in the moun-
tains at special altars and at artificial ponds where
there were extensive cemeteries devoted entirely to
the victims of the sacrifices. The volcanoes of Teo-
cuinani and Popocatepetl were considered the abodes
of the god and goddess, and on the former there was
a temple to the rain-god containing a green stone
image of Tlaloc who is always represented as resting